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DYING TO THE OLD CREATION, RISING INTO THE NEW 
Pastor Jim Dunn  (Much help for this sermon came from Robert Bernhardt, Concordia 

Seminary Lectionary at Lunch, Visual Feast for January 12, 2014, study of Romans 6:1-11) 

 

 

 

Romans 6:1-11 

Dead to Sin, Alive to God 

6 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 By no 

means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who 

have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were buried 

therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from 

the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 

5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united 

with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him in 

order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be 

enslaved to sin. 7 For one who has died has been set free from sin. 8 Now if we have 

died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, being 

raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 

10 For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to 

God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ 

Jesus. 
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I direct you to the picture on the front cover of 

today’s service folder. It’s a painting by the 

American painter, Winslow Homer, titled The 

Life Line. In the picture, you can see the sea 

churned up by a storm. In the top right corner, 

there are cliffs overlooking the sea. To the far 

left, you can barely see part of a ship. In the 

middle is a lifeline, which would stretch from 

the ship to the beach.  

 

From that lifeline, a coastguardsman is hanging, though a windblown scarf hides his 

face. In his arms is a woman who appears to be unconscious. She has apparently 

fallen into the sea and is in the process of being rescued by the coastguardsman with 

the help of the lifeline. The story of the sea, its power and its threat to human life, was 

very familiar to Americans in Winslow Homer's day. In the 1800’s, every person who 

came to America, immigrant or visitor, slave or free, merchant or fisherman, had to 

cross the ocean by ship. In those days, before the huge luxury cruise ships, ocean 

travel was feared. Stories of storm at sea, shipwreck, and drowning haunted nearly 

every American family of that time. In this painting, the dreaded danger of the sea, its 

treacherous waves and cold, are perfectly captured.  

 

But when you look at the calm waters of a baptismal pool, or when you watch water 

being gently poured three times over the crown of a baby’s head, that looks nothing 

like the treacherous waves of a stormy sea. When we think of Baptism, we don’t think 

of a deadly typhoon. 

 

But maybe we should. Baptism is described in Romans chapter 6. In that passage, Paul 

describes Baptism as one being baptized into Christ’s death. “Do you not know that all 

of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?” In this 

same passage, Baptism is described as being crucified with Christ. “We know that our 

old self was crucified with Him...” Paul tells the Romans that Baptism is being buried 

with Christ. “We were buried therefore with Him by Baptism...”  
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Death. Crucified. Buried. Baptism is more than just knocking on death’s door. It’s no 

wonder that already in the early church, Baptism was compared to Israel going down 

to the Red Sea. Pharaoh’s army was coming up behind them, chasing after them, 

wanting to bring Israel back to slavery. In front of the people of Israel was the Red Sea, 

not a shallow marsh, but a deep and treacherous sea, deep enough to drown all of 

Pharaoh’s army. So, it was deep enough to drown the people of Israel. So, Pharaoh’s 

army was behind them. The treacherous sea was in front of them. That’s how serious 

Israel’s predicament was. And that says something about the seriousness of our 

predicament when we are brought forward to the waters of Baptism. The waters of 

Baptism are treacherous waters. 

 

“Now, when we look at the treacherous waters of Winslow Homer’s painting, we don’t 

know how this unconscious woman got into her predicament. Perhaps, she was a 

passenger on board on the ship. If she had been on the deck during the storm, she 

may have slipped and fallen overboard. But, here in Romans, Paul reminds us of the 

reason for our predicament. We know the why the waters of Baptism are about death, 

crucifixion, and burial. Romans 5:12 says: ‘...Sin entered the world through one man, 

and death through sin...in this way death came to all, because all sinned...’ Adam 

and Eve slipped.” (Bernhardt) They slipped big time. They carried us down with them.  

 

Now, no amount of effort on our part, no amount of trying, no self-repair, no self-help, 

no self-improvement, no amount of optimistic encouragement, no amount of “Thou 

shalt quit sinning” can keep us from drowning in our sins. Funny, the things we choose 

to remember and the things we choose to forget. That saying applies not just to what 

happened in our lives decades ago. That saying applies to last month, last week, 

yesterday. We can choose to forget our wrongs, but we can’t choose to stop doing 

wrong. We can’t avoid sin. Its waters are too deep. “We try to swim for a while, but we 

tire. Our eyes sting with tears. We can’t get our breath. Our muscles fatigue.” 

(Bernhardt) In the end, we sinners sink into death’s cold waters. Sinners die. Sinners 

must die. “For the wages of sin is death,” it says later in this same Romans chapter 6. 

We die eternally, or we can die through Baptism.  
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Because you see, those baptismal waters are treacherous. But it’s through those 

treacherous baptismal waters that God rescues us. Look at the painting again. That 

woman had to be rescued.  That is us! She was rescued. The means that was used to 

rescue her was a new technology for that time. So many deaths at sea had led Great 

Britain and America to develop a technology that could save passengers when a ship 

was going down. It was a ring made of cork that looked like today’s life preserver. It 

served as a seat for the passenger. The ring was attached to a zip line like the one you 

see in the picture. The zip line could be shot from a sinking ship to the shore or to 

another ship, and passengers would ride the zip line from a sinking ship to safety. 

 

Though what we see in the picture is an unconscious woman, who needs a faceless 

man to dive into the water after her and risk his own life to get her connected to the 

zip line. For God to rescue you from eternal death, He put a face on God. He sent His 

only Son, Jesus of Nazareth, to dive into the water after you.  His own divine Son came 

down from heaven into your predicament. So when Paul speaks of Baptism he speaks 

of a death, a crucifixion, a burial… because that’s what’s happened to Jesus. In 

Baptism you don’t get connected to a zip line to pull you out of death’s cold waters. In 

Baptism you are connected to Jesus. He is your zip line. He is your lifeline. In Baptism 

you were connected to Jesus’ death, crucifixion, and burial. 

 

So, in Baptism, you died. All that you were under the old creation, of Adam and Eve, 

all that carried you down to the watery deep of sin and would drown you in eternal 

death, all of your sins died, were crucified, and buried at your Baptism. That’s what 

Jesus was talking about when He said, “You must be born anew.” Being born anew 

speaks of a dying and of a new birth. So, Paul speaks of Baptism as being a dying and 

a new life, a being buried and a being raised. “Just as Christ was raised by the glory of 

the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.” As the woman in Homer’s painting 

was raised out of the deadly sea; as Israel was raised from certain death at the Red 

Sea to cross over to freedom; as the Father raised His Son, Jesus, on Easter.  
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So, also, God raised you from death through Baptism... 

 

...In this same body that God will raise on the Last Day. Would you then use your body 

to sin? “By no means!” Paul says. Through the treacherous waters of Baptism you have 

been brought over to freedom. You stand on different ground now. Why go back to 

Egypt? Why return to slavery to sin? When you daily stand before the cross and 

confess your sins, the little death, and receive God’s forgiveness in Christ, by which He 

raises you daily, the little resurrection. 

 

Amen 

 


